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TO C. J. MASON, ESQ. 

Srr,— From the unenvialle notoriety you have lately 
gained, not only in this neighbourhood, but through- 





out the whole of the Manufacturing Potting-districts | 
| able circles of our large towns, they would not give 


of this country, from the publication, in the Potters’ 
Examiner, of the GrixvaNcEs under which those in 
your employ have suffered for a number of years 
past, I am induced, andI must say with pain, to offer 
instruction to one whose position in society as a 
gentleman, manufacturer, and Liberal Political Eco- 
nomist, ought, most certainly, to have given to him 
something like a feeling of honour, and honesty, and 
respect to the common, national, and natural rights 
of man. 

Sir, it is a melancholy fact, that those under your 
employ have, for a number of years past, been suf- 
fering, grievously, from the boundless avarice and in- 
numerable acts of petty tyranny which, I am grieved 
to say, have characterized the whole of your manu- 
facturing career. I am also sorry to state, that there are 
those in soviety to be found, so far lost to every principle 
of moral right, as to become the willing instruments 
to assist you in your unfeeling deeds of grasping 
folly : —men, whose interests are identified with 
the very class whom they seek to oppress; and whose 
highest duty is to conserve, as far as in their power 
lies, the rights and privileges of the class from which 
they sprung. 





For the latter, some apology might be made from 
the ignorant brutality of the parties; but, for you, 
bred in what are termed the respectable ranks of 
tociety, familiar with all the rights and decencies of 
Civilized life, there is no excuse whatever ;—it is 
a hopeless exhibition of heartless tyranny! Indeed, 


(Bate, Printer, Shelton. 








| 


20rH, 1844. 


Price One Penny. 
such is the extremely tyrannical nature of the fac's 
detailed in the Examiner, relative to the deeds per- 


| petrated by you, on those under your employ, that 


| 





if the same were made known amongst the fashion- 


credence to the black catalogue of grievances put 
forth by your men;—it would be looked upon as the 
infamous production of some wily impostor, and not 
as a matter of every-day sufferance by a number of 
industrious operatives in this free and enlightened 
country! and yet, Sir, this catalogue is must true:— 


true! 


It is a well known fact, that, throughout the 
length and breadth of the Potteries, there is not a 
single wanufacturer, be his price wever so bad, that 
pays such an extremely low price for labour that you 
do. To prove this I have only to call your attention 
to the fact, that for what other manufacturers pay 
3s.; 2s. Gd.; Js. 4d.; Is.; 8d.; and 6d.; you give 
but 2s.; Is. 10d.; 1s8.; 9d.; G6d.; and 4d.; for; 
which is, at the very least, one fourth less than that 
given by other employers. This low price for labour, 
if allowed to be continued by you, must inevitably, 
bring down the general price of labour throughout 
the whole district ; and these very manufacturers, who, 
at present, stand high in the estimation of the work- 
ing classes of this neighbourhood, must, as a natural 
consequence of the present competitive state of 
trade, lower the general scale of their prices to that re- 
duced and unjust standard established, and practised, 
by you: a circumstance God grant that the Union 
may be able to avert! 





But the low price, paid, by you, for labour, is fur 
less criminal in its origin, although, perhajs, far 
more mischievous in its effects, than the other decis 
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of which you stand chargel. Low prices might be 


caused by mechanical! improvements, or veces-itated 


competition, but the forcing of individuals into dwell- 
ings, unfit for the habitations of man, and the mak- 
ing of others pay rental for places they never inha- 
bited, is a stretch of manufacturing tyranny unpa- 
ralled in the history of the Middle Classes. 

Many of the depredations against the laws of our 
country would not exceed, in criminality, deeds like 
these, Nay, those very depredations might have been 
caused by physical wants, and would consequently, 
make the perpetrators objects rather of pity than of 
punishment; but you, Sir, are placed far above the fear 


can destroy, allow me to inform you, that that Union, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Sn 


of want, and exervise your tyranny under the apathy of | 


“ The Law :”—that “Law” which says, ** Let but one of 
them” (not you of course but those who complain 
ayainst your tyranny)—* Let but one of them be brought 
before me and xxi commit him;—I‘Lu send him to the 
Tread-Mill as an idle vagabond”! He’ las!/un juge 
de par ! ! 

Such, Sir, are a few of the facts, related by your 
men, and published in the Examiner ; and now, | would 
ask, was it to be expected, that indivduals, having the 
least claim to rationality, or the least desire for inde- 
pendence, could remain quiet under grievances like 
unto these? Certainly not ! And those who would fancy 
that men would, must be worse than besotted in their 
intellects to imagine anything of the kind. Hence the 
origin of the present Turn Out, and the consequent ex- 
pusures attending on the same; and hence, also, the 
unenviable notoriety which those deeds of reckless folly 
have brought home to your own door. 

Sir, it is also, a matter of the deepest regret, that you 
should have ever taken an active part in the politics of 
this neigbourhood. The professed liberality of your 
views contrasts so strangely with the practical tyranny 
of your conduct, that the very party to which you belong 
must blush for the inconsistency of their vice-president, 
and bow their heads in shame. Consider, Sir, ere it 
be too late, the folly of your past proceedings, and make 
some atonement for the wrongs you have done by coming 
to some honourable compromise with your much-injured 
men. 

If you imagi:.e, Sir, that the present Union is but the 
mushroom of a day, and that our funds and organization 
are like bubbles on the surface of social agitation, which 
a breath have ca'led into existence, and which a breath 


| 
| 
| 





which has honourably undertaken to cancel debts to the 
amount of nearly two-thousands pounds sterling, is sure- 
ly in a position to support, for some time to come, some 
fifty, or sixty, individuals whose interests are identi- 
fied with their supporters ; and whose hands, and hearts, 
and souls, are united in one common bond of holy fra- 
ternity !—a bond, which you, in your impotency, will 
never be able to break ! You may for atime succeed in 
going forward in your manufacturing operations ;—you 
may, after an immense sacrifice of capital, fine those,— 
working men,—who may be willing to become the im- 
plementg of tyranny ;—the unprincipled pullies of op- 
pression ;—the living drag-chains on the wheels of hu- 
man progession; but, Sir, the machine shall stop! 
It shall stop, from a further diffusion of knowledge 
throughout the length and breadth of these districts. 
It shall stop, from the increasing power, funds, and in- 
telligence of the Union. It shall stop, from the scorn, 
contempt, and honest indignation of an enlightened 
public opinion ; unless, Sir, you speedily think fit to 
grant the just and moderate requests of your noble, but 
impoverished, men ! 

Again allow me to reiterate, consider, ereit be too 
late, the folly of your past proceedings, and make atone- 
ment for the wrongs you have done. Come to some 
honourable settlement with your men; and let your 
future conduct blot out the stains of your past existence. 
Cultivate the love of your work-people. Seek to ad- 
minister to their comforts ; and believe me, when I say, 
equitable dealing, honesty of intention, and kindness of 
heart, will never go unrewarded in this world, or that 


which is to come ! 
MENTOR. 


WHAT ARE THE RIGHTS OF LABOUR? 
Mr. Editor, 

Srr,—In my last, I set forth Capital and Labour 
in their relative position to each other, and to society at 
large ; claiming for Labour the pre-eminence, on account of 
its being the principal source of all things needful for this 
life, as well as the foundation of capital itself. Some 
might think the subject passed over in too brief a manner, 
when the nature of it is considered. I thought so myself ; 
but it was necessary, on account of the narrow limits of 
your little periodical, to be so; and, for the same reason, 
I must be short in giving my views on the rights of La- 
bour. But, before doing so, let me make an observation 
or two. Ist, It is proper for us to understand what is 
meant by the word Labour. By Labour, we mean work- 
ing at any useful trade or ealling, no matter how humble, 
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or mean, it may be, providing it be necessary for the good { 
of society. 2nd, Some labour hard, and still to no real | 
service to mankind generally. Nay, but their labouring 
may be more hurtful to society than beneficial; so that, 
what may be said on the Rights of Labour will have no 
reference to any such-like, useless, and mischievous la- 
bourings as these. 3rd, ByLabour, we do not mean mak- 
ing two days in one. When men toil from five, or six, 
o'clock in the morning, until seven, eight, or nine o’clock 
at night, and, in some cases, ‘scarcely allowing meal- 
times. We think that such modes of working are more 
properly deserving of the term Stavery, and even worse 
than that. All such systems ought to be abolished alto- 
gether: Noman ought to work more than twelve hours 
aday at most. Fight or ten hours are quite sufficient for 
men to labour. And if such werethe custom, it would 
be far better for all classes, and for all trades ; yea, and 
for the whole nation, too! 


For instance, suppose there be an hundred and twenty 
men of one trade, but the consumption only requires 
one hundred to work twelve hours. ‘Then twenty are 
unemployed, and the evils are many. But let the hundred 
at work, shorten the time two hours a day, and then 
there is work for all the hundred and twenty. Twenty 
more are enabled to consume more, and good, instead of 
evil, is the result. 


I verily believe, Sir, that if our Goverament, (I hope 
you will allow the expression,) and the masters, or ma- 
nufacturers generally, would only adopt a right course, 
they might very soon, not only raise the working classes 





from their present state of poverty, and slavery, to the 
enjoyment of plenty, but greatly enhance their own per- 
sonal interests, and the nation’s deliverance from her 
present difficulties. But I must now attend to the ques- 
tion, What are the Rights of Labour? 


My answer to such a question as the one under consi- 
deration, would be as follows :— 


_ Ist. That every industrious man ought to have a dwell- 
ing of his own to live in, i.e., he ought to have the op- | 
portunity of procuring a house for himself, before he 
marries a wife. He ought to have the means of saving 
as much money, from the age of eighteen to five or six. ! 
and-twenty, as will be adequate for that purpose. 


2nd. Every industrious man ought to earn that which 
will furnish himself and family with a plentiful supply of 
good food, drink, and clothing, with every other comfort 
of life. Poverty and debt should be strangers to him. | 
He and his dependents ought not to go half fed, and 
half starved to death. If any man ought to lack these j 
things, it is the idle man. Industry and enjoyment na- 
lurally link together ; while poverty and want are the | 
attendants of indolence. ‘These sentiments are not only | 
set forth in all natural arrangements, but they are fully 
indicated by Divine Revelation, as well as being in strict 
agreement with common sense. 

3rd. An industrious man ought to have the means of | 
giving his childven a good educatiun, and not have them | 





dragged almost from the cradle to the factory, unteught, 
and more like beasts of burden, than human and rational 


beings, designed for higher and nobler purposes ! 


4th. The labouring, or industrious man, should have 
it in his power to exercise his charity, by subscribing to 
charitable purposes, or institutions, without curtailing 
and lessening his family comforte and enjoyments, and 
thereby making it a sacrifice of his or their real good. It 
ought to be a pleasure, instead uf a pain to him, to afford 
his aid in the time of need. 


Sth, and lastly. The working man ought to earn that 
which will not only supply his present need, but provide 
for him against the decline of life. Every man who has 
worked for thirty years, viz., from the age of twenty to 
that of his being fifty, or even less than that, ought to 
have that which will make him comfortable during the 
reinainder of his days, without his having to fall on the 
parochial funds, or being compelled to end his life in one 
of the poverty prisuns. If any man ought to be indepen- 
dent, (in the proper sense of the word,) it is the man 
that has worked, and toiled, for a series of years, pro- 
ducing the necessaries and comforts of life, until his 


| constitution begins to give way, or sink, beneath its 


burden. 


Sir, I have thus far hurried through a brief statement 
of what are my views on the Rights of Labour, so far as 
the necessaries and comforts of life are concerned, pass- 
ing by other rights to which labour might lay claim, as 
they are of that nature, or character, that would not at 
all be suitable matters for the Potters’ Examiner. 


There may be those that will not agree with my views 
on these points ; and they may think that tt is too much 
for working people either to desire or expect. But if they 
should, I dare say that you will allow them, through your 
little periodical, to show me and the working classes 
wherein we claim too much for industry, and we will be 


obliged. 


In conclusion, let me beg of the working classes to 


' unite their energies to bring about a better state of things, 


both for themselves and their children after them. There 


{ is no good reason why the working classes should be so 


much impoverished, so toil and care-worn as they gener- 
ally are. Only let us have what are the just Rights of 
Labour, and then, if we have not more happy homes and 
lives, it will be in a great measure our own faults. 


I am yours, very Respectfully, 


Aazon WeEDGwoop. 
Burslem, Jan. 9th, 1844. 








To the Editor of the “* Potters’ Examiner.” 

S1z,—As it is the opinion of our fellow. workmen belong- 
ing to the Branch of Hollow-ware Pressers, that the 
conduct and character of those connected with the same, 
but who have hitherto refused to unite with us, in our 
honest and laudable endeavours to obtain a just and fair 
remuueration for our labour, and to arrest the cupidity 
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and grasping disposition of such unprincipled employers 
as those alluded to in the letter of “ Printer.” As it is 
the wish, I say, of the praiseworthy section of the above 
branch, that these delinquents and their reasons, (or rather 
stupidity,) as to why they refuse to identify themselves 
with our Union should be laid before you, I am induced, 
should it meet with your approbation, to furnish you with 
a few of them, so that you may record the flimsy pretexts 
set up by these worthies, and the pretending cause of 
their severance from the Trades’ Union. 


By finding it a place in your valuable expositor, it may 
serve as a souvenir, at some future period, to be read 
aloud in the ears of those individuals, so as to awaken 
their memory to a sense of shame, when Union shall be 
firmly established, and its just rights maintained, without 
infiinging on those of our employers; and when every 
honest man shall stigmatize them as the worst and bit- 
terest enemy to their own interest, and that of the branch 
of which, I am sorry to say, they form so contemptible 
a part. Men who stand as barriers in the way of every 
good, and, by their unenviable acts, encourage and pet- 
petuate the evils of which we have, as a branch, a great 
and just cause to complain. Men who are unworthy to 
live, and must assuredly be unfit to die ; and well would 
it be for them, did their inglorious and ignoble actions 
terminate with their death, 


Without any further comment, I will proceed at once 
to lay before you a few of the reasons why the greater 
portion of the pressers employed at Cobridge Villa, re- 
fuse to pay to the Union. It is because we objected to 
receive what they please to pay, which sum was only half 
of what was subscribed by the rest of the members. 
‘hey considered we should realize a larger sum by lower- 
ing the subscription, than what was raised now at the 
present rate. 


This, Sir, has been tried, and demonstrated to be a 
fallacy ; and we informed them that, if they all paid, at 
the present rate, it would not be more than sufficient to 
meet all claims made upon us, our to have anything like a 
fund in cases of emergency. And you will naturally sup- 
pose that we have as accurate a knowledge of the expen- 
diture, and the sum required to meet it, as these nice 
«alculators, who never show their faces within the lodge ; 
and, consequently, must have a very incompetent know- 
ledge of the business connected with it. But if we would 
vnly act upon their narrow suggestions, and niggardly 
propositions, and reduce the subscription to their Little 
standard, they would enlist under our banner, and no 
doubt prove a faithful ally. 


But, Sir, we are independent enough to reject them 
on such mean and selfish conditions; and if they object 
to subscribe their quota, they are not deserving cf the 
name of men, and unworthy of recognition as members 
amongst us. So much for the just complaints of Messrs. 
Jones and Walley’s Hollow-ware Pressers ! 


There is another party, good souls! whose conscien- 
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tious objections to join us is, because we, sometime back, 
had occasion to rebut certain false assertions made 
upon us, and circulated through the medium of the Pot- 
tery Mercury. They have appeared at times very solici- 
tous that we should withdraw certain expressions, which 
we made in reply to the calumny above referredto, We 
might have made, what they considered, a sort of hon- 
ourable retreat; and, by adopting such a course, have 
admitted and acknowledged them as members. 


But we were not disposed to take their council ; we 
were conscious that we had stated nothing but what 
was strictly true ; and were not so weak as to be drawn 
into any compromise by retracting, however honcurable 
it might seem to them. Had we done so, I imagine 
the public would have called our retreat the Rogues’ 
March ; but we were altogether decidedly oppused 
against marching to that popular air. They therefore 


| deemed it advisable they should fall back; and leave 


us with the satisfaction of knowing we had done no 


| more than our duty ; and also with the firm conviction, 


t 





that they had neglected theirs, This, Sir, is what they 
conceive sufficient to disconnect themselves from us. 
liow far it may be approved of, I am not casuist enough 
to determine ; but will leave the honest portion of their 
fellow workmen to decide. It is needless to say these 
are the workmen of Mx. Samuet Epwarpbs. 


The objections of the next, with a few honourable 
exceptions, are the pressers in the employ of Mr. Minton. 
These sympathizers with suffering humanity refuse their 
aid because we have supported men who have been un- 
fortunate enough to be out of work a long time prior to 
the re-formation of the Union. ‘They ca/l them menthat 
*twont work” but this we do not believe. It is true, 
owing to the long depression of trade, they have been 
unable to procure employment, and have been taken 
upon our funds:—that is, those who’ were considered 
deserving characters. And, 1 would ask, are we to re- 
ject them because they are poor and unfortunate, and do 
not “cut” sucha respectable figare as Mr. Miuton’s 
men ! Should we not support them so long as our fund 
will admit of their being relieved? The man who can 
sec his fellow mortal sunk in abject poverty, wanting the 
common necessaries of life, and refuse to subscribe his 
mite to alleviate, in some measure, the craving wants of 
nature, is a misanthrope, with not a spark of humanity 
glowing within his bosom ! Yet, such as these are to be 
found ; bearing the semblance of men, but lacking those 
ennobling qualities which should constitute sentient 
and rational beings ! Doing well themselves they feel 
no consideration for those who are starving around them ! 
What degenerate and apathetic beings are these, com- 
pared with those zealous individuals who are devoting 
their humble abilities, and contributing all they can, to 
assuage the sufferings of a few, of their less-fortunate 
fellow-creatures. 


Men who are endeavouring to raise their branch in 
the scale of mural and so: ial enjoymeat, while the others, 
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before referred to, are indifferently looking on, Well, | does honour to the heart of the writer, and calls for the 


and though they may, for a while, frustrate our designs, 
and throw impediments in the way ; nevertheless the 
virtuous and laudable efforts of Unionists (if we will but 
persevere) are sure to be crowned with success ! and 
our zeal, for the good cause, will live in the recollection 
of those who are to come, when we are no more, and 
our example will remain as the strongest incentive for 
them to follow in our steps ! when the other despicable 
few shall only live to be dispised by every well-wisher of 
his trade. 


In addition to what I have stated there are others who 
figure in the black list, such as Messrs. Baker's and 
Felix Pratt's, Mr. Goddard's and Messrs. Copeland's with 
a few honourable exceptions. All, we must besure, with 
some cogent reasons and just objections in refusing to 
co-operate with us. ‘I might continue the list of these 
frivolous and vexatious objectors but ae the limits of your 
journal will not admit of any longer exposition of these 
imbecile spoi:-trades, I will content myself for the pre- 
sent, and 

I remain yours, &c. 
A member of the Black Lion Lodge of 
HOLLOW-WARE PRESSERS, 
Burslem, Jan. 9th 1844. 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Thanks to Mr. Watkin for his valuable communication. 
We are so well pleased with it that we intend giving tt as 
a Leader to our next week's paper. Again we return our 
thanks ! 

We are extremely sorry that the address to the Ovenmen 
by one of their branch, came too late for insertion this week, 
but it shall most certainly have a place tn our next. 

A. P. Fenton in our next. 

Press of matter, again precludes the insertion of The 
Patriot this week. 

Justitia i our next. 

ERRATA.—In last week's Editorial remarks for 
“ Mr. Baker” read “ Mr. John Pratt, Lane Delph.” 

A few of the back numbers of the Examiner remaining 
on hand they may be had now of the publisher, Mr. Evans, 
Brunswick-Street, Shelton. 

Advertizing scale of ** The Potters’ Examiner ;” cir- 
culation 2000, Ten lines five shillings; every additional 
line fourpence. 

All communications to the Editor to be 
“ Examiner Office, Piccadilly Shelton. 


THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 
And Workman's Advocate. 
January 20rn, 1844. 


addressed 





It is with pleasure that we call the attention of our 
readers to the communication of A Small Tradesman, 
which is inserted in another part of our paper, and ‘which 


' 


gratitude and support of every member of the Potters’ 
Union. The receipted bill referred to in that commu- 
nication amounts to sixteen shillings, which we have se:t 


_ to the Debt Committee, and which, doubtless, will stim- 








ulate them to take ti e suggestions of our corres; ondent 
into their most serious consideration ;_ suggestions 
which would, we are convinced, if spiritedly acted upon, 
realize no small sum towards liquidating the long con- 
tracted debts of ‘he Union. 

The monies borrowed at the late Turn-Out is a mat- 
ter of general knowledge, not only throughout the whole 
of the Staffordshire Potteries, but also, throughout every 
Ont- Potting district of the Queendom, It is alsu not 
only a matter of general knowledge, but a matter of ge- 
neral sympathy, likewise ; and it is our sincere belief, 
that ifjudicious and encrg+ tic steps be immediately taken, 
hundreds of Operative Potters at Worcester, Coalport, 
Derby, Glasgow, Middle-boroungh. Llannelly, and other 
places would willingly subs: ribe their shillings twards 
sv honourable and just an object. Let us then be up, and 
be doing !_let circulars be sent round to every Potting 
Out-Works, in the natien ;— let every Working-Potter 
be called upon to cancel /iis justly-contracted debts ; 
let peuny subscriptions be opened amongst the female 
branches,—those kind and gentle hearts !of the Pot- 
ting Business ;—let children’s pence and widows’ mites 
be thrown into the Debtors’ Fund! and we have no 
hesitaton in saying, that we shall, int:uth and in practice 
“ gladden the hearts,” not only of our own district cre- 
ditors, but those of the Generous, Much-injured Men of 
Sheffield !! 

Let, also, the Tradesmen of the Staffordshire !’otteries 
follow the example of A small Tradesman” let them 
reflect, that on the prosperity of the Operative Potters 
depend their prosperity ; and that the working classes of 
this neighbourhood have their likings and disiikings the 
same as every other portion ofthe community. Let in- 
dividuals be appointed to wait on this portion of the Pot- 
tery public, and we have no doubt but that they, too, 
will follow the example of ** A Small Tradesman,” and 
contribute their mite. 

In conclusion we beg to state that any contribution, or 
donation, forwarded to our office, shail be duly ackuow- 
ledged through the medium of this paper, and immedi- 
ately transmitted to the Debt Committee. 


OFFICIAL NOTICE. 
UNION ! UNION !! UNION !!! 
MEN OF STOKE. 

A General Meeting of all the Branches of Operative 
Potters, will take place at the Christian Brethren’s Meet- 
ing-House, Prince's Street, on Monday Evening, January 
22nd, 1844. 

Chair to be taken at Six o’Clock precisely. 
ADMISSION FREE ! 
By order of the United Branches of 
OPERATIVE POTLERS. 
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PROGRESS OF TRADE REFORM, 
LONGTON. 


According to announcement in our last, a spirited 
meeting of all the branches of Operative Potters took 
place, on Monday Evening last, at the White Lion lun, 
Longtou, when the following resolutions were unani- 
mously ugreed to. 
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First, that it is the opinion of this mecting, that Union 
is indispensably nevessary, in order to ubtain a just remu- 
neration for labour. 


Second, that it is the highest duty of every Potter to 


of Operative Potters. 

Third, that this meeting pledges itself to put forth all 
its energies to promote the Unity of a// the branches of 
Operative Potters. 

Fourth, that this meeting also pledges itself to sup- 
port, and to nse its influence to extend the circulation of 
“The Potters” Examiner ;” the fearless advocate of the 
rights of labour ! 


The meeting was presided over by an intelligent Pot- 
ter, from Stoke; and the grea‘est unanimity prevailed. 
Several excellent addresses were delivered, and it is tully 
expected, from the feeling displayed, that the men of 
Longton will henceforward zealously prosecute the object 
of the Union. 

Success to their noble resol ve !!! 





To the Editor of ‘* The Potters’ Examiner.” 

Sir, —Please to allow me, through the medium of your 
valuable little Journal, to thank the Committee of the 
United Branches of Operative Potters, for the very prompt 
manner in which they have carried out the pledge made to 
the deputation from the Sheffield Trades, when last amongst 
them Their official declaration, announced in last week's 
number, to pay off the Sheffield Debt, will gladden the 
hearts of some thousands of poor workmen in this town, 
and will do them immortal honour! I have no doubt, Sir, 
but this straightforward, hone-t act of the potters, will 
do them more good, in almost all their undertakings, than 
any measure that could have been brought forward. 

Sir, I hope the ** Potters’ Examiner’’ will long continue 
to exist, us the fearless champion of the workmen's 
rights ; conducted, as it is, with a talent that would not 
disgrace any publication. I am happy to say you are not 
without some able correspondents ; one T will name, I mean 
my old friend Avron Wedgwood. Be eareful of using 
personalities, and have a thorough knowledge of all your 
correspondents, and you will never need to fear the result ! 


Wishing your publication, as well as the potters ge- 
nerally, every prosperity, believe me to remain, 
Your sincere friend, 

JOSEPH KIRK. 
Sheffield, January 11th, 1844, 


jj 
| 
' 
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To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner. 


Sir,—I was much pleased, to observe, in your last num- 


| ber, an official notice from the ** Committee of the United 





become an unfliaching member of the United Bianches: | 





Branches of Operative Potters,’ that it is intended to pay 
off the debt incurred during the former turn-out. Such 
determination, if carried out, as I sincerely hope and 
wust it will be, toa successful termination, will do more 


| to raise the character and respectability of this district, 


than any measure that has lately been adopted. Great as 
is the sum owing, I am satisfied that the proper exercise 
of that eneryy and perseverance which the operatives have 
proved themselves to possess, will, in a short time, realize 
the amount ; and how much more honourable will the dis- 
trict appear, when relieved from this incubus. I would 
respectfully suggest to the Debt Committee, the propriety 
of soliciting assistance from the Tradesmen of the Pot- 
teries, in this noble cause. I believe many of them will 
Jfiel a pleasure in contributing towards this object ; and 
as deeds, not words, will best show a hearty co-operation 
in the cause, I inclose you a small account owing to me 
by the late turn-out, which I have receipted; and will 
thank you to hand to the Committee as my contribution to 
so exce lent a measure. 


A SMALL TRADESMAN. 
Shelton, January \Gth, 1844. 


Te the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner, 


Sir,_I am a meddling sort of an old fellow, poking 
my nose into every body’s uffairs; and when I discover 
anything that's likely to cause mischief, I cannot help 
blabbing it. Now this last week I have been at a place 
called Fenton, where there is a Patent Ironstone Manu- 
Jactory, kept by Charles James Mason; and people ail 
about that part were busily talking, concerning the turn- 
out at that works. My ees | was so stirred up, that 


I really burned to know the why and the wherefore of 


the matter. And, to tell the truth, from what I could 
learn, the workmen did very right in “ striking.” They 
had been very much wronged, more so, indeed, than I 
could have borne to be myself. The Master ought to be 
ashamed of himself for it, if he have any shame in him. 
But it is said, that this is very questionable. I don’t like 
bad masters, nor bad workmen either. But I have found 
that this master has men about him as bad, or even worse, 
than himself, if possible. 

These hateful creatures are called ** tools” and ** knob- 
sticks.” Of course I must inquire who they were, and 
rery honourable and respectable individuals I discovered 
them to be! I shall just inform you who I was told they 
are. There is one named James Windsor, residing at 
Fenton, a bricklayer by trade, and he, not being satisfied 
with attending to his own business, is doing ovenman’s 
work, or anything else that he can be set to, that ts likely 
to injure the interests of the turn-outs. 


Now, this man works as bricklayer for Mr. Mason, 


and is ready to do any dérty work that he may think fi, 





lo 


ar 


Y 
7 


str 
all 
ini 
W 
Lo 
an 


Po 
pu 
tha 
of 

che 


pat 
anc 
pry 
the 
it } 
pap 
met 


of » 


the 
tou 
ther 
feat 
all! 


of irr 
Burs 
the V 
able 

teres’ 


W 


tnum- 
United 
to pay 
Such 
» and 
» more 
istrict, 
reat as 
rercise 
os have 
realize 
he dis- 
would 
opriety 
e Pot- 
m will 
+; and 
eration 
to me 
id will 
‘tion to 


AN. 


poking 
wscover 
ot help 
+ place 
Manu- 
ple all 
 turn- 
p, that 
fore of 
' could 

They 
than I 
t to be 
n him. 
n't like 
Sound 


worse, 


knob- 
e, and 
overed 
ld they 
ling at 
atisfied 
nman's 


s likely 


Vason, 


ink fil, 








AND WORKMAN’S ADVOCATE. 63 





notwithstanding his own wages were, not long ago, reduced 
from 24s to 18s. per week. Yet, he deserves nothing bet- 
ter; for itis said, that he paid the labourer that worked 
with him, but 13s. when he received from the master 15s. 
per week for him. 


There are also two hollow-ware pressers, named Thos. 
Scarratt and Thomas Bettaney, both from Longton These 
ave very NOTABLE MEN, INDEED !! They don't 
like to work at all, nor do I think they would have began 
to work, tf the Union had continued to support them, as 
it did for atime. But when their psy, as unemployed, 
was discontinued, then, out of mere revenye, they 
offered themselves to work fur Mr. Mason, and great 
credit they do him too.! Very respectable servants these ! 
are they not? Then there are John Wright and 
George Lawton, both of Fenton. ‘These are warehouse- 
men, and such that, with respect to trying to upset the 
strike, whatsoever their hands find to do, they do it with 
all their might. It comes with an ill grace from these, 
inasmuch as they were leading characters in the last 
Union. Wright, I am told, was a memberof the Grand 
Lodge, and a delegate, to other places, to solicit assist- 
ance for those that were out in the general strike; and 
Lawton was so zealous in the cause as to go about the 
Potteries with a Box to collect donations for the same 
purpose. ** How are the mighty fallen”! The last 
that I shall name is John “ Holdershaw,” or Aldersea, 
of the Terrace Buildings Fenton, Engraver, a most 
choice specimen of human nature. Very! Very!! 
VERY!!! (2?) respectable. In this case I have not 
patience for detail; but, if you have, inquire at Fenton, 
and you shall have quantum sufficit. I shall be again 
prying after this business, and if I hear of any more of 
these creatures I shall let you know, and you can make 
it known to the public, through the medium of your 
And, mark, I don’t tell the-e things to get the 


paper. 
mens bodies abused. No! 1 am not so much in favour 
of physical force. One thing, you and the Potters in 


general can please yourselves about, that is, to “ Send 
them to Coventry.” As for myvelf, I shal! neither 
touch, taste, nor handle the unclean thing ; but now and 
then enjoy myself with a tune Such as “ Birds of a 
feather will flock together,” or “ Tantara rara Rogues 
all 1” 

I remain Mr. Eslitor, («'on’t forget me,) 


YOUR OLD FRIEND, A FLAT. 





EMIGRATION.—Letrer No. II. 


The following is from Mr. Job Rigby, Shoe-Maker, a man 
of irreproachable character and iudustrious moral habits, who left 
Burslem about eighteen months back for the extended Prairies of 
the Western States of the American Union. The letter contains valu- 
able information for Emigrants, and will be read with much in- 
terest. 


Six-Mile, Prairie, May 13th, 1843. 
Dear Fatuer ayp MoruHer, 





We left New Orleans on the 15th of November, and 


proceeded up the River Mississippi. The Steam Boat 
we came on is like a Moving City. It is one of the 
largest on the River. We got as far as Mary-River, 
about 80 Miles from St. Lewis, and 3 from Chester. 
Here we were fast, and could get no farther, in conse- 
quence of the River being so very low, and frozen. We 
stopped here a fortnight with no hope of being able to 
petany farther til spring. Mr. Brunt, went to get 
some beef at a farm house; while there the son offered 
t» go to Sx-Mile Prairie, with him. He accepted the 
offer, and went, The next day, when he came back, 
he gave a most excellent acecunt of the country; so we 
concluded to go there; and we set off in two days after ; 
and arrived here the first of December. 


We have now given our travels; and, we must say, 
we have no fear of the waters, Indeed, we prefer it to 
land traveliing! Since we came, we have had many 
difficulties to contend with. We first hired a room from 
Mr. Crain, and paid 25 cents per week for it. 


I commenced at my trade; but Shoe Making is very 


low here. J have 50 cents for making Pegged Shoes; 
and, if bound, 75 cents. They found all their own 
Leather. 


I have not much work at my business, an’ am not 
sorry for it. We think it will be better to settle on the 
land. The custom is here, if they cannot buy land, to 
settle on Government Land SI set to work, and cut 
a set of house-logs. While I was doing so, Mr. 
Crain’s Son offered me a honse to live in this Summer, 
rent free! We took the offer, and we are now occupy- 
ing it. We also got 2 acres of land from him; which I 
intend to sow with corn. I have set potatoes on it. As 
for health we were never better! indeed we are all 
well! 

The peop'e here are very kind towards us. Young 
Mr. Crain offered to give us 2 acres of land with a deed 
to it, but we thought it would not be enough for our 
purpose, and eo we declined the offer. 


You will now perceive we are in the bark woods 
of America; living in a Log House and sitting by a 
log fire; and every day we live, the better we like it. 


It is not here like it is in England; they do not 
respect a man from his dress, or external appearance. 
They look at his actions; and if he be an honest man 
he is respected! The people here are sterling Demo- 
crats! They would sooner part with their lives and 
property than be enslaved by any despotic Govern- 
ment! Indeed we feel ourselves in a free country; 
and have no desire to return to old England again. Not 
that we hate the land of our birth; but the way in 
which it is Governed. As for this country. it is most 
beautiful! The land is rich and fertile; it is a land 
flowing with milk and boney, for all that will work. 

There is plenty of wild game, such as wild deer, tur- 
kics, rabbits, geese, ducks, and many other kinds. But 
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I must tell you, America never was in a worse state 
than it is respecting money, at the present time. The 
people have property to sell, but cannot get money for 
it; so thev trade with each other. Jn this part of the 
country, there is an abundance of food, and we have 
never sern a beggar ! 

As we have begun to be farmers, we must tell you 
our stork. We have seven hens and a cock, and in a 
few days expect thirty chickens. We have a sow and 
seven young pigs, which cost us a dollar, 4s. 2d. We 
shail uy a cow very soon, as Eliza will soon be able 
to milk. We could now make ourselves happy, if we 
were not trouled about you. 

You wish to know the cheapest wav to come after us. 
You must come by the Anderton Carrying Company to 
Liverpool, and along with the Latter-day Saints to New 
Orleans. It will cost £3 15s. per head —under fou teen 
years half-price. If you come, you must land at Ches- 
ter; it is about twenty miles from Chester to this place. 
Be very careful of your luggace. Bring with vou some 
pots, viz., cups, twifflers, dishes, &c. You can get a 
dollar’s worth of food, or live stock, for six printed 
twifflers, but no moncy for them. Flesh, ld. per Ib.; 
flonr, 12s. per 2ewt. sugar, 5 cents per lb. 

Get some prints to make some bonnets ; some leather 
hemp, and thread. We have a farm here to be sold for 
£40, forty acres nearly; all fenced. 

Direct for Job Righy, Steel's Mill, Randolph County, 
Iilinois, North America. 


To the Editor of the ‘‘ Potters’ Ezaminer.” 


Str,—Will you sllow one of the “ Workers,” through the 
medium of your invaluable Journal, to address a few lines to a 
portion of men termed “ Shufflers ” These men, let it be distinct- 
ly understood, are very LARGER IN THE MOUTH relative to the beni- 
fits accruing from Trade’s Unions, when there are none in exis- 
tence; but, no sooner is one started, and you come to make a draw 
upon their pockets, for a few weeks together, than they have all 
manner of trifling excuses to make. They resort to the lowest 
equivocations not to pay their subscriptions. Now it is evident 
that these shuffling fellows are Tire#p of paying. A Union would 
he well enough for rues, if it would be carried on without money. 
SuUFFLERS ARE B:G UNION-MEN WHEN THERE IS NONE IN EXIS- 
tence. I should have said big TaLkers. I am very sorry to say 
that I know many of those uneasy and unprincipled fellows. Some 
have paid three, or perhaps four, months; some less. They com- 
plain that the business is not conducted properly ;—that they must 
know everything, without going to see after it; or even enquiring 
in a proper manner, or they would NoT pay ! Now, what ean be said 
tothese poor, selfish, short-sighted, narrow-minded men. Vo they 
imagine, that there will be no more Martinmasses ?—That there 
will be no more hiring times ?—That trade will be always zood ?— 
That the present scale of prices will be kept up for ever. If they 
do, they will be most egregiously mistaken! Let them not “lay 
the flattering unction to their souls” that they are safe; for, by 
S11UFFLING out of the Union, they are sHurrLiNG themselves into 
the Spitals, which is always staring them in the face. I would 
advise them to be firm to the Union; neither to swerve to the 
right hand, nor the left; but to keep in an honest, consistent, 
straightforward path !! 


I Remain Mr. Editor, yours very respectfully, 
A SHUFFLER’S ENEMY. 





THE POTTERS' EXAMINER, 





‘bo the Editor of the ** Potters’ Examiner.” 


Sin,—You will please to allow us, through the medium of your 


| paper, to return our sincere thanks to our fellow workmen and the 


public generally, for the kind support they have rendered us since 
we have commenced in the sale of Blacking, Black Lead, &c. &c. 
hoping at the same time, that they will continue the same, and, 
also, that they will inform their neighbours and friends of the 
business we are now engaged in. 


We feel anxious to have a share of public support. We feel 
thankful for that which we have already reccived ; and we respect- 
fully request, that those of our friends, on whom we have yet not 
had the opportunity to call, will dous the kindness to deal at those 
shops in which our goods are sold, and in doing so to be sure to 
ask for Knight and Lees’ Blacking, &c. &c. 

We remain yours truly, in the bonds of Union, 


THOMAS KNIGHT. 
JAMES LEES. 
TTanover Street, Shelton, Jan. 20th, 1844. 





To the Editor of the “ Potters’ Examiner.” 
Srrx,—As your little publication is started to expose 


_ the wrongs, and to advocate the rights, of labour, per- 





mit me, through its medium, to direct the attention of 
the Operatives Potters generally, now that they are en- 
deavouring to free their various branches from the suffer- 
ing under which they labour, to the suffering of one 
department of human industry; viz., the Tailoring 
Department. 

Doubtless, Sir, the potters have read, in the public 
papers of the day, a description of the dreadful havoc 
which the slop-system is making in London, on that un- 
fortunate clacs of workmen who come under its opera- 
tion; a system, Sir, which, while it enables a few to 
live incomparative affluence, destroys the mental pow- 
ers, breaks down the constitution, and brings thonsands 
of honest men te a premsture grave! leaving their poor 
families to the fender mercies of the vile poor-laws! 

ps Editor, this moral pestilence is in silent operation 
in “ie Staffor’'shire Potteries; and what I wish to im- 
press on the minds of the potters is, that, in supportng 
the slop-shops, thev are opposing the just principles for 
which they are contending, viz., a fair day’s wages for 
a fair day’s work. Besides, Sir, if they would only 
reflect, that the slop. or cneap shops, has been, and is 
now, the principal cause of wages being brought down 
in the potting department, thev would, I think, from a 
sense of justice, cease to support a system which has 
such a demoralizing influence on a large portion of their 
fellow-labourers in the great work-shop of human in- 
dustry. 

By inserting the above, you wil! much oblige, 

A Sufferer from the 
VILE SLOP SYSTEM. 
Hanley, Jan. 14. 1844. 
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